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Amanda Hipkiss – experience

• Teacher for 37 years – English, PSHE

• SENCO for 25 years

• AST

• Education consultant

• Seconded to be an Advisory Teacher

• Former specialist assessor for GCSE and GCE 
examinations

• PhD Researcher at the University of 
Manchester



Research

Development of a model for the identification 
and management of student assessment needs: 
utilising student voice and student experience. 



Disability

A person (P) has a disability if—

(a) P has a physical or mental impairment, and

(b) the impairment has a substantial and long-
term adverse effect on P’s ability to carry out 
normal day-to-day activities. 

Equality Act 2010 page 4



Discrimination arising from 
disability 

A person (A) discriminates against a disabled 
person (B) if—

(a) A treats B unfavourably because of 
something arising in consequence of B’s 
disability, and 

(b) A cannot show that the treatment is a 
proportionate means of achieving a legitimate 
aim. 
Equality Act 2010 page 8



General Qualifications

A duty to make reasonable adjustments 
applies to a qualifications body. 

The regulator can specify ‘provisions, 
criteria or practices’ where the 
qualifications body does not have to make 
‘reasonable adjustments’ or where they 
specify ‘reasonable adjustments’ should 
not be made. 
Equality Act 2010 page 63









Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ)
Reduce bureaucracy for schools and colleges by 
facilitating and delivering common administrative 
arrangements for examinations.

General Regulations for Approved Centres 2015-2016 –
28 pages
Instructions for the Administration of Examinations 2014-
2015 (ICE) – 76 pages
Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments 2015-
2016 – 111 pages
Suspected Malpractice in Examinations and Assessments 
Policies and Procedures 2015-2016 – 72 pages
A guide to the special consideration process from 
September 2015 – 17 pages



‘a level playing field?’



‘a level playing field’?

IAAF 100m World Record 9.58 T44 100m World Record 10.85 



unfair advantage?

Markus Rehm 2015
T44 World Record 8.40 metres

Mike Powell 1991
IAAF Word Record 8.95 metres

Greg Rutherford 2012
Olympic Gold winning distance 
8.31 metres



Reform GCSEs



Student assessment needs for 
GCSE examinations





Guidance on reasonable adjustments

• A reasonable adjustment is agreed at the pre-
assessment planning stage and is any action that helps 
to reduce the effect of a disability or difficulty, which 
places the learner at a substantial disadvantage. 

• Reasonable adjustments must not, however, affect 
the reliability or validity of assessment outcomes nor 
must they give the learner an unfair assessment 
advantage over other learners undertaking the same 
or similar assessments. 

Access arrangements and reasonable adjustments 2015-2016 page 10
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Form 8
Section A – SENCO completes before testing

Provide information/evidence of the candidate’s 
persistent and significant difficulties

Show how the candidate’s difficulty/disability has 
impacted on teaching and learning in the 
classroom.  Provide evidence of feedback from 
teachers.

Detail the candidate’s normal way of working within 
the centre, the support given and how this relates 
to  the proposed arrangement(s).  For example have 
teaching staff recorded any support regularly given 
in the classroom?



Form 8
Section C – specialist assessor completes

Scores from standardised tests of:

Reading – single word, comprehension/speed

Spelling

Handwriting and handwriting speed

Cognitive processing speed

Standardised scores of 84 or less.  

Some exceptions.



Form 8

Section B – the SENCO completes after testing

The access arrangements which are to be 
applied for.



The process of organising 
access arrangements

Evidence Application Delivery



Access arrangements which don’t 
need to be applied for

• Amplification equipment 
• Bilingual dictionary 
• Braillers
• Closed circuit television 

(CCTV) 
• Colour naming by the 

invigilator for candidates 
who are Colour Blind 

• Coloured Overlays (this 
would also include reading 
rulers, virtual overlays and 
virtual reading rulers) 

• Live reader for pre-recorded 
exam components

• Low vision aid/magnifier
Optical Character Reader 
(OCR) scanners 

• Prompter
• Read aloud or use a reading 

pen
• Separate invigilation within 

the centre 
• Sign language interpreter
• Supervised rest breaks
• Word processing (SPaG off)
• Transcript (exceptional)



Application

Use the evidence to make an application

through Access Arrangements Online (AAO).

Accepted.

Rejected because the criteria are not met.

Rejected and refer to individual exam boards.



Acccess arrangements which need to 
be applied for 

Agreed by AAO

• 25% extra time

• Reader and/or 
computer reader

• Scribe or voice 
recognition technology

Rejected by AAO –
refer to ABs

• 26% to 50% extra time 

• Over 50% extra time

• Oral language modifier

• Practical assistant



Delivery
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to exam 
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place
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Proportion of students with access 
arrangements in Year 11 = 29%

Total without access arrangements

Total with access arrangments



69 pupils with 128 
access arrangements

Overlay

Smaller room

Practical assistant

Bilingual dictionary

Separate invigilation

Prompter

Scribe or word processor

Word processor (spellchecker off)

Computer reader or reader

Supervised rest breaks

25% extra time



Ofqual December 2015

It appears that not all schools apply for access 
arrangements. There are currently over 6,400
examination centres in England registered to 
take GCSEs and/or A levels. In this report, we 
only have data from 4,485 schools and colleges. 
We do not know whether the remaining 2000 or 
so schools and colleges have students with 
special education needs that might be eligible 
for access arrangements. 
Access Arrangements for GCSE and A Level in England: 2014/15 Academic Year Additional report 
Page 8



a level playing field?


