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 To make a real 
difference to the 
learning and lives of 
pupils with visual or 
print impairment by 
providing direct access 
to curriculum 
materials.

http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/



 3 districts in North England.

 9 schools.
◦ rural and city based, new build and 

old!  

 40 Key Stage 3 pupils.
◦ 20 students with V.I.
◦ 20 students with dyslexia.

 Each student provided with a 
laptop, including:
◦ SuperNova, JAWs (Visually impaired 

students only).
◦ EasyTutor, TextHelp Read and Write 

Gold (Dyslexic students only).
◦ EasyConverter.
◦ EasyReader.



 Experts in software for accessibility, support 
and training, Specialist Producers, Teachers 
and Teaching Assistants. 

Liaison with schools: Local Authority I.C.T./S.E.N. leads.



e-Book platform accessibility: the JISC TechDis bridge model.
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Lack of 
Accessible 
textbooks.

 Overcoming some of the barriers to learning.

 Independence through “Personal choice when 
interacting with supportive resources”.

Access to 
appropriate 
technology.

Pupil 
centric.

Access to 
individualised 
support.

Staff time 
and 
training.



 Microsoft Word documents.
◦ Tagged for accessibility.

 Access software.
◦ Providing direct access to MS Word files and PDF documents.

 SuperNova, JAWs (Visually impaired students).
 EasyTutor, TextHelp (Dyslexic students).

 Alternative format software.
◦ Creating alternative format versions of MS Word files.

 EasyConverter.
 Students, teachers and specialist producers can create:: 

 Large Print.
 DAISY talking books.
 MP3 audio.
 Braille.

 Playback software.
◦ Providing access to DAISY and MP3 content.

 EasyReader.
 Portable MP3 player.



Not mutually exclusive!



 “Making teaching materials available to 
print and visually impaired pupils in 
electronic form, along with access 
technologies to read them, can make a 
significant difference to their confidence, 
development and inclusion.

 The same electronic materials can also 
provide productivity savings for staff in 
schools and local authorities who support, 
in particular, visually impaired pupils.”





 Personalisation and a sense of ownership 
lead to increased confidence and 
independence - those with dyslexia who 
had easy access, made the most 
improvement in reading and writing. 

 A high proportion changed fonts, colours, 
print size on the screen, levels of 
magnification and highlighting (76%). 

 Most students coped well with the mix of 
technologies and were willing to make 
choices depending on the type of material 
they were accessing.  



 Targeted training related to students’ work 
provides them with a reason for using the 
technologies on offer. 

 Awareness of the special nature of some of 
the technical support involved with the use 
of assistive technologies offers better 
chances of success.

 Planning ahead allows students to make full 
use of the electronic books available and to 
be able to convert worksheets into 
alternative formats.  



 “She doesn’t see it as being different from her 
friends or anything else and her friends are 
jealous and they think it is cool and it is a lot 
better than having large pages of A3 flapping 
around you.” (parent).

 I do loads of homework on 
it – reading is better than 
me reading from a book.  
The highlighting is good to 
see, you can follow it and 
see where you are.”
(student)



More information available at:

www.mytextbook.org
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